November 30, 2007
Dear Executive Council Member:

Our meeting in Key West is coming up soon. We are returning to the wonderful Casa
Marina resort January 10 — 13, 2008. The hotel has been completely renovated and
restored and should be a wonderful venue to kick off the New Year. Attached is a news
article about the renovation that you might find interesting.

Tae Bronner is helping me with this meeting and we have come up with what we think
will be an enjoyable weekend for you and your family.

Key West will be your first opportunity to meet our new Section Administrator,
Carmalita Hawkins. She is looking forward to getting to know all of us so please be sure
to take the time to introduce yourself at some point over the weekend.

Committee meetings will begin Thursday at noon to allow you time to arrive in Key West
and will run all afternoon and all day Friday. Contact Carmalita (chawkins@flabar.org)
to schedule your meeting.

Thursday night we will have our welcome reception at the hotel. Forget your New
Year’s Resolutions and enjoy the view!

Friday’s committee meetings will run all day. We will have boxed lunches for you to
pick up and eat so that you can continue to work through lunch.

Tae has put together a wonderful excursion for spouses and guests on Friday. The group
will depart from the hotel on the Old Town Trolley and go directly to one of Key West’s
hidden gems, the Butterfly Conservatory. At the Butterfly Conservatory, they will stroll
through a climate controlled glass enclosed habitat with over 50 different species of
butterflies from around the world. If you sit quietly, the butterflies will literally land on
your shoulder! It is a truly beautiful and peaceful location. After the group has had a
chance to relax and enjoy the beautiful butterflies, the Trolley will take them on a guided
tour of Key West, ending at the Hemmingway House. The Hemmingway House was the
home to one of America’s most honored and respected authors. Ernest Hemmingway
lived and wrote in the house for over ten years. The house is also home to over 60 unique
“Hemmingway” cats. The tour is very amusing and entertaining and should not be
missed during a visit to Key West. Once the group has been fully educated on the history
of Key West, the Trolley will deliver them to Louie’s Backyard, which is within walking



distance from the hotel, for a wonderful waterfront lunch. (Lunch is not included in the
price of the event.)

Friday night’s reception and dinner will be downtown at the A&B Lobster House.
Trolley cars will transport us to and from dinner. We ate at the restaurant when we were
there in July and it is wonderful! It is not your typical Key West sand-on-the-floor sort of
place so you’ll need to bring your dressy flip flops. After dinner, the Trolley will run an
early and late trip back to the hotel to accommodate those individuals who would like to
spend some extra time in Old Town enjoying the traditional Key West atmosphere.
Because of the size of the restaurant we will be limited on the number of individuals we
can accommodate, so there will be no on-sight registration for this event and the
registration will be on a first come, first serve basis.

Saturday will begin as usual with our Roundtable Breakfasts, followed by the Executive
Council meeting. Here’s something new: lunch will not be served until the Executive
Council meeting is over to avoid the mass exodus we experienced in Palm Beach. Don’t
worry: we will have snacks to fortify us through the meeting.

Your competitive nature will be called upon Saturday afternoon for the return of the
RPPTL Section Scavenger Hunt. Last time we were on bicycles. Well, I’ve gotten older
since then so this year’s event is on golf carts (pimped-up a la Key West). We will
divide into teams of 4 and be called upon to solve clues and riddles to earn points;
Polaroid cameras will also be used to complete photo challenges. All of this will be
organized and guided by professionals. There will also be bonus points for the team who
can successfully capture (and hold on to) the famous pink flamingo. (Trickery is
permitted and encouraged in obtaining the pink flamingo!) May the best team win!
Everyone will be ready to relax after the scavenger hunt so dinner will be nice and easy
back at the hotel Saturday night.

Dress code: Key West Casual of course. Friday night’s dinner is Nice Casual.
I hope to take advantage of the weather while we are there so we will be outside as much
as possible for receptions and meals. Bring a light sweater or jacket just in case it’s

chilly.

I look forward to seeing all of you soon!



Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section
Executive Council Meeting, Casa Marina Resort, Key West (Jan 10 — 13, 2008)
Sign-Up / Registration Sheet

MAIL YOUR CHECK, payable to The Florida Bar, along with a complete copy of this registration form, to The
Florida Bar. IF PAYING WITH YOUR VISA OR MASTERCARD please FAX the completed form to Carmalita
Hawkins at fax number (850) 561-5825. The Florida Bar only accepts Visa & Mastercard. Thank you!

Your Name: Florida Bar #:

Spouse / Guest Names:

Mailing Address: City: State: Zip:

Phone #: E-Mail :

Thursday, January 10, 2008 Event Price # Attending Total
1:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Committee Meetings

5:00 p.m. Executive Committee Meeting

6:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. Welcome Reception $45 X =

[$41.86 + $3.14 tax = $45 RP033-210656]

Friday, January 11, 2008

7:30 a.m. — 9:30 a.m. Breakfast $20 X =
[$18.60 + $1.40 tax = $20 RP033-210656]
8:00 a.m. —4:00 p.m. Committee Meetings
9:00 a.m. —2:00 p.m. Spouse/Guest Event (Butterfly
Conservatory, Hemingway House,
and tour of Key West) $25 X =
[$23.25 + $1.75 tax = $25 RP033-210656]
2:00 noon Committee Boxed Lunch $20 X =
[$18.60 + $1.40 tax = $20 RP033-210656]
4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Circuit Representatives Meeting
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. RPPTL-PAC Meeting
6:15 p.m. Shuttles depart for dinner at A&B Lobster House
6:30 p.m. —9:00 p.m. Dinner at A&B Lobster House [Choose Entrée]
Filet Crab Cakes Snapper
$75 X =

[$69.76 + $5.24 tax = $75 RP033-210656]

Saturday, January 12, 2008

8:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Probate Roundtable Breakfast COMP X =

8:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Real Property Roundtable Breakfast COMP X =

8:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Spouse/Guest Breakfast COMP X =

10:30 a.m. — 2:00 Executive Council Meeting COMP X =

2:00 p.m. Executive Council Lunch $25 X =
[$23.25 + $1.75 tax = $25 RP033-210656]

3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. Scavenger Hunt $50 X =
[$46.51 + $3.49 tax = $50 RP033-210656]

7:00 p.m. —9:00 p.m. Dinner at the Hotel $75 X =

[$69.76 + $5.24 tax = $75 RP033-210656]

Sunday, January 13, 2008
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Farewell Breakfast $20 X =
[$ 18.60 + $ 1.40 tax = $20 RP033-210656]

EVENTS TOTAL

» PLEASE COMPLETE THE PAYMENT INFORMATION ON PAGE 2 RP033-210656




Key West Jan 10-13, 2008
RPPTL Executive Council Meeting Sign-Up Sheet Continued....

Please sign up for all events you wish to attend and pay the cost (if any). There will be no on-site registration for
the events. You may receive a full or partial refund (less a $25 administrative fee) if your refund request is
received by fax (fax # 850-561-5825) or by e-mail ( chawkins@flabar.org ) prior to 5:00 p.m. on December 28,
2007. There will be no full or partial refunds after 5:00 p.m. on December 28, 2007 and there will be no full or
partial refunds for no shows.

MAIL YOUR CHECK, payable to The Florida Bar, with a completed copy of both pages of this sign-up
sheet:

The Florida Bar
Attention: Carmalita Hawkins
651 East Jefferson Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2300

CREDIT CARD: If paying with your VISA or MasterCard please FAX the completed form to Carmalita
Hawkins at fax number (850) 561-5825 before December 14, 2007. Thank you!

EVENTS TOTAL FROM PREVIOUS PAGE $ 210656

[] MAILING A CHECK WITH COPY OF THIS FORM (BOTH PAGES OF THIS FORM)

[ 1 MASTERCARD L1 wvIsA

PLEASE NEATLY PRINT LARGE LETTERS & NUMBERS

Card Number:

Expiration Date: / (Month / Year)

Name on Card:

Signature:

Please be sure to fax or mail both pages of this registration form.

For additional information please contact
Carmalita Hawkins
Phone (850) 561-5619
E-mail chawkins@flabar.org

* Please complete and return both pages of this registration form before December 14, 2007 *



mailto:chawkinsl@flabar.org

COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE

THURSDAY, JANUARY 10, 2008

1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Power of Attorney — Probate Division

1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Insurance — Probate Division

1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Title Insurance Committee Meeting

1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Real Property Litigation

2:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Power of Attorney — Probate Division

2:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

2:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Title Insurance Committee Meeting

2:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

3:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

IRA’s and Employee Benefits — Probate Division

4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Development & Governmental Regulation

4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Power of Attorney — Probate Division

4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

5:00 p.m.

Executive Committee Meeting

Friday, January 11, 2008

7:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. Committee Breakfast

7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.

Charitable Organization & Planning — Probate Div.

8:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Ad Hoc Creditors Committee — Probate Div.

9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Advance Directives and HIPPA — Probate Division

8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon

Landlord/Tenant Committee Meeting

10:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon

Asset Preservation — Probate Division

10:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon

Probate & Trust Litigation — Probate Division

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon

12:00 noon - 2:00 p.m.

Long Range Planning Meeting

12:00 noon - 2:00 p.m.

Diversity Committee Meeting -

12:30 noon - 2:00 p.m.

Estate & Trust Tax Planning

12:30 noon - 2:00 p.m.

Guardianship

12:30 noon - 2:00 p.m.

Trust Law

2:00 p.m.

Committee Box Lunch

2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Probate Law — Probate Division

2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Real Property Forms

2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Affordable Housing Committee Meeting

2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Construction Law Committee Meeting

4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Circuit Representatives Meeting

5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. RPPTL-PAC Meeting

This is the current list of Committee Meetings for the January Key West RPPTL Meeting. If you
have a Committee Meeting that still needs to be scheduled, please email CHawkins@flabar.org or
call me at 850-561-5619 with the name of the Committee and Time Preference. Thank you.
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- Key West, Fla.
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By CINDY PRICE

1S fough to slap an itiner ariy on Key

‘West. The whole point of this two-by-

four-mfle island, after all, is fo kick off

your shoes and let it all hang out, But
here’s the rub: dd Key West wrong and you
might not relax Witness lower Duval Street,
that cacophony of sound, sanburn and dai-
quiris. (Hemingway used to drink there, but
he right think twice today.) So where is the
strange, 1aid-back island that everyone fell
in Jowve with? 1t°3 still there, it yvou know
where ta look It's fomind biking through Old
Town at dusk, when the porches light up and
jasmine fills the air. Or kayaking across the
quiet, teal-bBlue ocean, or catching an old-
timer's tale, drifting across a lonely bar.
Done right, Key West is still a place where
time stands stiil

FI lday
5 p.m.

® Slow and Steady

Why begm your weekend by watching two
turtles race? Because this is Key West,
man, and you need ic chill out. Ch, and
there s beer. The Friday night turtle race at
Turile Kraals (231 Margaret Street, 305-294-
2640; www.turtlekraals com) is just the
kind of maverick genius this town was built

(305-294-1&52;" wwv}.li'oYdstmpica]bikemm

.com) last? “In your mind,” Lioyd Mage:
likes to tell his custemers, “forever, " If you
cily take ore tour, make it this strange,
awesome trip through the back streets of
Key West. The Bronz-born, mango-obsessed
Mr. Mager ducks in and out of private gar-
dens (including his older brother’s, much ta
his chagrin), hacking at coconuts with his
machete, cracking jokes and spreading the
focal lore he has cultivated in his 35 vears on
the island. The stop at Nancy Forrester’s
Secret Garden, a stunning little rain forest
with exotic parrots’and an artist gallery, is
worth the cost alone:-The tour is $35 and
lasts (inreal tlme anyway) two hours

1p.m. -

@ ACut of the (‘arlbbean

Skip the sit-down _[unch and take a stroli.

down Petronia Streef in the historic Baha-
ma Village. Settled by black Bahamians in
the 19th centuiy; the neighiborhood is a gen-
tle mix of old and new charms, including a
cluster of shops and some surprising food

finds. Stock up on candles and Kiehl's at’

Bésame Mucho (315 Petronia Street, 305-
294-1928), then cross the street to the Art of
Baking by Hénrieita (316 Petronia Street,
305-295-0505;- ~ www henriettakeywest.com)
for a piping hol café con leche and coconut

* twice a day from the Miami Seaqua-

THE BASICS

How best to get to the- souwthern-
most peint in the United States? Sev-
eral major airlines offer frequent
connections through Miami and oth-
er Florida airports; with flights from
New York starting at about $400, .
Many visitors choose to drive the
scenic 155 miles from Miami,

A shiny riew option is the Key West ./

Express (866-593-3779, www
seakeywestexpress.com; $98 round
trip); a four-hour ferry departing

rium. You woen’i need a car in Key
West: most people walkor ride
bikes,

Inaseaof boutique hutels, the
Gardens Hotel {526 Angela Street
305-294-2661 ; www.gardenshotel .
.com) has 17 impeccable suites, -
spread across an acre of tropical
gardens, that are steps from every-
thing but as quiet as a country inn
Rates begin at $285 in high season,

The Mermaid & the AHigator (729
Truman Avenue, 800-773-1894; www
Jwmermaid.com) has nine reoms in
a Victorian-style mangion in the his~
toric district. The Key Lime and Pa-
paya rooms are a steal at §168 a
night each




By CINDY PRICE
18 tough to slap an itinerary on Key
West. The whole point of this two-by-
four-mile island, after al, is to kick off
your shoes and let it all hang out. But

fiere’s the rub: do Key West wrong and you .

mlght not relax. Witness lower Duval Street,
that cacephony of sound, sunburn and dai- .
quiris: (Hemingway used t0 drink there, but
he rhight think twice today.) So where is the
strange, [aid-back island that everyone fell
in love with? It's still there, if you know
where tolook It's found biking through Old

Town at dusk, when the porches light up and -

jasmine fills the air. Qr kayaking across the
quiet, teal- blue ocean, or catchmg an old-

* timer's tale, drifting across a lonely bar,

Done rlght Key West isstilla place Where
nme sta.nds stﬂl :

5 p..m‘

o Slow and Steady

Why begm your weekend by watc}ung two
turtles race? Because this is Key West,
mar, and you need to ¢hill out.. Oh, and
there s beer, The Friday night turtle race at

Turtle Kraals (231 Margaret Street, 305-294-
2640; www.tartiekraals.com) is just the .
‘kind of maverick genius this town was built -

on. Grab a ticket from the bartender for the

6 pm-race;-and-jeirn the crowd-as-people - =
pump their fists and hurl mock threats at a

handful of box turtles inching thefr way
down'a shuffleboard table. Betting is free,

and winners get & chance to vie'for a'cash -

‘prize]” At sunset, head to the rooftop bar
ovetldoking the Key West Bight for a cold
draft and one of e’ sweetest views in town
Sp.m,

® No Jackit .RéQQiréd_

You don't need to dist the sand off your feet

o eat Tight in this town For the perfect fish

sandwmh, hezd to B.O's Fish Wagon (801 .

Caroline Street, 305-94-6272), a hopping Iit-
tle open-air shack that rns out fresh food
with zero fuss, as well as great [ive music on
-Friday nights. The owner, Buddy Owen, is

something of 2 local legend, having started’
hig operation more than 25 years ago out of -

a little wagon oni Duval Street, Last year,
Bobby Flay and his Food Network camera
crew paid a visit, And no wonder Don’t miss
the cracked conch sandwich . ($12), tiny
strips of fried conch stuffed between fresh
Cuban bread and shat Wlth Key Lime mayo.
. Sm.mds smlple, but ng— heaven :

Saturday
10.a.m; )

© Rolling Mangoes -
How long does Lloyd’s Tropical Bike Iour

" (30

29 iSSZ; ﬁww..llo'ydstrqpicalbiketour
-com) last? “In your mind,” Lloyd Mager
tikes to tell his customers, “forever.” I you

- orly take one tour, make it this strange,

awesome trip through the back streets of
Key West, The Bronx-born, mango-obsessed
Mr. Mager ducks in and out of private gar-
dens (including his older brother’s, much to
his chagrin), hacking ‘at coconuts with his
machete, cracking jokes and spreading the
local lore he has cultivated in his 35 years on

" the .island. The stop’ at Nancy Forrester’s

Secret Garden, a stuming little rain forest
with exotic parrots and an artist gellery, is
worth' the cost, alone; The tour is $35 and
Iasts (in real time‘ anyway) two hours.

1 p‘.m. :

OA Cutof the (‘anbbean

" Skip the i .
dowr: Petronia- Streét in thé historic Baha-

win Junct and take a .stroll

ma Village, Settled by black Bahami&ns in
the 13tk centuty; the nexghbarhood is a gen-
tle mix of okl and.-new:charms, including a
cluster: of shops’ and_ soime surprising food

" finds. Stock up on candles and Kiehl's at

Bésame Mucho (315 Petronia Street, 305-
294~1928), then cross the'street to the Art of
enrietta (318 Petronia Street,
i mvwhenrlettakeywest comy

imt café ‘con leche and caconut

Street, 305—292 1222) N Bné wotﬂd Eless it,
bat it sells anexcellent conch cevmhe ($8)

o Chlcken Run

" People-in th.ls town dont kid when it comes

to chickens. They're on the loose every-
where, and it's a battle — half the isiand is
tiying to save the liitle cluckers, the other
half is endlessly annayed. And then there
are the kids stealing them for cockfights.
Learti all about the Key West chicken wars
at the Chicken Store (1229 Duval Street, 305-
294-0070; ~www thechickepstore.com),
‘where you can hold a fuzzy baby chick, feed

“a'rooster or buy a clever T-shirt. If the heart

Ig'swayed, you can even file for adoption

4 p.m., i

O Sea of Options

In 4 town. not kaown for its beaches, Fort
Zachary Tayler. Historic State Park (tip of
Southard  Street. ~305-202-6713;  www

“fortzacharytaylor.com) is' a beauty, with

wide stretches of sand and tranquil waters.
Ii swimming sounds tame, these islanders
like their watersperts (a former mayor
ance water-skied to Cuba to make a pofitical

. staternent). You can rent a snorkel set ($10)

beach, soak up the generous shade while yon
can; the state recently felled a row of pine
trees, briefty displacing thé chickens as the
controversy du jour

7 p.m,

© Above the Fray

Ii you have to bite on ong tourist haunt,
meke it Mallory Square, where crowds
gather 1o watch the sunset This nightly
hoopla down at the historic waterfront is
loads of fun, even i it’s difficult to see the
dipping sun between the jugglers and tight-
rope walkers. If the crowds get too heavy

head to the Roof Fop Café (308 Front Street, -
www rooftopcafekeywest |

305-294-2042;
.com), where you can replace the ruckus
with a bird’s-eye view of the bustling street
and a cold cocktail

B8:30 p.m.

© No Reservations

For a beach bum town, Key West takes its
foed very seriously. Ask a resident for din-
ner recommendations, and you'll be chat-

" Michael Hentz for The New York Times (hicyclists, chicken) Taylor Um]auf {wharf restau.ra.nl)
FROMLEFT Lloyd Mager, in green shlrt Ieads a bzke tour, at the Chzcken Store, where ¥ou can adopt a chicken; Key West Bight; at Tartle Kraals, which holds turtle races on Friday evenings,

%
ThaNawYcrk Times

tmg for days Problern is, Most of them Te-
- quire “resétvations — and ‘WHo'
- planning i paradise? Enter Café Med (425

Grinngll Street, 305-294-1117), a pretty little
restaurant tucked so deep inside 0ld Town
that there’s rarely a wait. Try the excellent
mushroom souiflé with truffle oil (§8.50),
followed by a freshly seared yellowtail snap-
per ($28). Also under the radar is Prime 951
(951 Caroline Stréet, 305-295-4060), a sexy
mahogany-lined steakhouse that serves fat
tumblers of riartinis

11p.m.

® A Seat of One’s Own

Contrary to popular belief, people i Key
West are not drunk all the time. But let’s
Just say it’s late, and you have some catch-
ing up to do, Finnegan’s Wake (320 Grinnell
Street, 305-283-0222; wwwkeywestirish
.com) is the kind of split-personality bar you
dream about Though it hugs a quiet corner
of Old Town inside you'll find live music
and frothy $5 pints of Smithwick s. Out back
is even hetier — a secluded backyard pub
where yow're almost guaranteed a seat
while the band plays in the distance Tf
yow’'re looking to hit a drag show — and the

‘THE BASICS

How best to get to the southern-
reost point in the United States? Sev-
eral major afriines offer frequent
connections through Miami anrd oth-
er Florida afrports, with flights from
New York starting at about $400.
Many visitors choose to drive the
scenic 155 miles from Miami,

A shiny new option is the Key West
Express (866-593-377%, www
sealkeywestexpress.com; $98 round
trip), afour-hour ferry departing :
twice a day from the Miami Seaqua- ¥ -
rium. You won’t need a car in Key -
West: most people waik or ride
bikes. . X

In a sea of boutique hotels, the
Gardens Hotel (526 Angela Street,
305-294-2661; www.gardenshotel
.com) has 17 impeccable suites; * :
spread across an acre of tropical R
gardens, that are steps from every-  * 7% [
thing but.as quiet as a countyy inn .

 Rates begin at $285 in high season. -

The Mermaid & the AHigator (72%

Iruman Avenue, 800-773-1894; www Mo

Jkwmermaid.com) has nine roomsin <~ - - |
a Victorian-style mansion inthe his- 7
toric district. The Key Lime and Pa-~ -+

paya roomg are a steal at $168 & w3
night each. =

ever-popular Aqua (711 Duval Stréet, 3
294-0555; www.aquakeywest. com) is packedL, -
— check out the lively and less crowded ca
aret at 801 Bourbon Bar (801 Duval Street;::

305-296-1992; www 801bourkon.com). -
Sunday

Noon

® The Next Island Over a

The real Key West? It's not even on Key'
West proper anymore, but just over the Cow
Key Channel Bridge, on the even tlmer
Stock Island. Follow Front Street past a roW's
of old trailers, and you'll stumble upon a it
tie miracle: the Hogfish Bar and Grill {6810
Front Street. 305-293-4041; wwwhogflshbal: -
.com), a big <¢lamoring seafood joint at &,
marina that is rumored to have been thg;
headquarters for the Bay of Pigs cperation:
Grab a table by the water, and try a fresh-.
hogfish sandwich ($12.95), loaded with;
Swiss, mushroom and onion. Soak up the af-:
ternoon sun, toss some bread at the passing-
fish, and don’t rush home. Local investors;:
plan to develop this area over the next 163
years — they figure that when Cuba openg
up Stock Island will be the next Key West. &
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Return 1o

nears completion of a 348 million -
- rencvation that will restore the vision of -

.He

“Gréat Gatshy™ ‘era, the

rina was the hot spot for the rich
and famous at the end of Henry
Flagler's Overseas Railroad. Dight
decades [ater, the resort.is um-
dergoing a $48 million dollar zen-
ovation to 1eturn it to its original
grandeur and ‘to provide guests

+ with the latest technologies and
" gmenities. i

On a springfime, visit to the

" Gasa Marina Resort & Beach Club,

“was amazed at the transforma-

" tion

.. lt'wasn't quite like this the first
tinge 1 saw the old resort hotel As
a°lid growing up in Key West
during the 1960s, 1 was always
fastinated by this beachside man-
sion on the island’s south side.
Left abandoned by the U.S.
governmentin 1366 after housing

the Army during the Cuban’ Mis- -

sile Crisis and later “the Peace

Corps, the property was 4 magnet.

for a curious youngster, I remeri-

.- ber the boarded-up . wihdews,
~peeling paint- and . overgrown
landscape protiuding “through a.

property.

. Exploring the Shoreline of Higgs

Béach adjacentito the Casa Mari-
na, I would findimyself wandering

with no idea fifie Casa Ma.ri.na's _

Flagler's original design

chain-link fenéd surounding the .

Herenova
ve frted To
EsE R
iayiayas Lotiie's,
vwestinsiitio

2e]

NS

T ; When the resort reopens in. No-
history as a playground for the vember, one of the most dramatic
wealthy: - . improvements to the main building

“Quf.mission is to restore the wili be an unobstructed view of the
visionr of Henry Flagler's original ocean when guests drive up 10 the
design;™ says Kevin Speidel, gen- property. Through windows “an

eral manager of the Casa Marina; clear doors in the main lobby, guests.
"of fantic side of Key West at will see & walkway in the courtyatd
‘returned te the Casa Marina as
the “scene for the most formal”

the foot bf Flagler Avenue. leading to the ocean — a hallmark
By lgoking at old photographs, feature of the original Casa Marina
atchitect Jose Gonzalez drew wp resort.

plans to re-create Flaglei’s' con- “We have the most beachitont
cept of opening up the main property of any resort in Key West,
building’s lobby to more natural and this is a way to showcase ane of
lighting, That concept was lost our best assets as Mr. Flagler de-

" during ‘a renovadon a quarter- signed 80 years ago, Speidel says.
- century ago.

I remember the grand reopening

ry Flagler's Overseas Raijlroad The reso

The Casa Marina was once a hot spot for the rich and f;ﬁous's".eeki g a lavish playgro ‘the
rt is 2 10-minute walk from Key West's pd, lar Duval St

of the Casa Marina during the

spring of 1979 The Cashah lounige:
became the hot spot in Key West *"Ur
“for happy- hour .and Jate-night - ¢t

g I the ‘disco under the
s, ‘as top hats and tails

events on the island. * ‘
That has not changed. Fhe re-
sort hosts 100 to 1256 weddings
each year, even with its limited
banguet facilities. i

After the renovations, that ca-

pacity will double

also & popular place for:

a provert,
55, Bullarad says.
¢ for guality service
and reasonable prices.”

Speidel says first impressions
are among ihe most important
things he and other hotel manag-

See CASA MARINA, Page 5 B
Pool concierge brings treats,
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Retummg to'the Casa Man-.,
na in March for the first time i in- 1
~-nearly three decades,

Duxmg our stay, the newly
enovated east wing featuxed

 Out two teenage boys found._.
endless waterspmts and be

And like the grand opemng
of _Casa Marma on New Yeal s

wﬂl_ herald a new era for one of
‘the : grandest, most . historical
ichside resorts 1n FIondau

yave Cook was bom andr raise
n Key West, moving to Tampa in
"1981 and graduatinig from thé -
. University of South Florida. He

“worked at WFLA, Channél 8; for
21 years before becoming stutwn
¥ for Pirellas County";
schools’ television station WPDS
-Channel 14, in 2005

e ney of Bmmngham, Ala,
", On'the hour, like clockiwork
" Martinez brings around frozen
- Popsicles; cool towels, tropical

3 The Casa Marma claims ffmt stlcks or dnnk sample

relaxina hammock, play
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